[The supply of physicians in Mexico: excess and shortage].
The purpose of this paper is to find out whether a decrease in the number of medical undergraduates doing their social service has any influence on the quantity of medical services provided by health care institutions in Mexico. Spearman's Rank Test was used to correlate the number of medical undergraduates and the number of services. Data for analysis were taken from the statistical information bulletins of the Ministry of Health for the decade of the 1980's. The analysis found that there is a significant correlation between the number of medical undergraduate and the number of primary health care services provided, and that this correlation disappears in the cases of secondary and tertiary health care services. The results underscore the importance of reconsidering the adequate number of physicians required to satisfy the health care needs of the Mexican population.